
 Editor :  Tom Bock                           President: Robert Outhouse, Buchanan FD              Founding Editor : C.J. Becker

The Westchester County Volunteer Firemen’s Association
The Voice of Westchester’s Fire Service Volume 1 • Issue No 11 October 2016The Voice of Westchester’s Fire Service Volume 1 • Issue No 11 October 2016The Voice of Westchester’s Fire Service Volume 2 • Issue No 18 June 2017

Hastings on Hudson Fire Department’s Protection Engine 
Company #1 Celebrates New Engine with Wetdown

Stay informed with the WCVFA newspaper, and our websites at:
www.WCVFAweb.com, www.FaceBook.com 

Send us your info and we'll include it in an upcoming issue to: editor@wcvfaweb.com

Photos courtesy of Nyq Kabelev

Hastings, NY — On a picture-perfect day, the Hastings On Hudson Fire Department celebrated the their newest edition engine, a brand new 
custom built 2015 Spartan ERV Pumper with a wetdown alongside their fire company. It replaces their 1991 Pierce Lance pumper. This new 
engine seats 7, has a 1750 gallons per minute Waterous 2-stage pump, a 500 gallon booster tank, a 20 gallon class A foam cell, three 1.75" pre-
connects and one 2.5" pre-connect. The hose bed contains 1,000 feet of 5-inch supply line, 600 feet of 3-inch hose and 600 feet of 2.5 inch 
hose. The engine Committee members are Chairman Jeff Bannon, Brian Schnibbe, Kent Osborn, Ken Korzeniowski, Don Wemer Sr., Ron 
Gagliardi (pictured above right as Sparky), and Robert Licht. Congratulations to the committee for a job well done, to the Protection Engine 
Company #1 and fire department.
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Driving Your Car To A Call - What’s Your Liability?
By David Menken, Bedford Village FD

Continued on page 5
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By Andy Mancusi
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Fire Sprinklers in New Houses: Great Idea, Experts Say, 
But States Ban Requiring Them

By Mike Hendricks
mhendricks@kcstar.com
Every time a child dies in a fire, it tugs at your heart, says Rick Ennis, 
the fire chief of Cape Girardeau, Mo. But the story of a little girl in 
upstate New York disturbed him more than most.
Two-year-old Nora Lamirande was in her crib one Sunday afternoon 
in 2015 when her mother left for a moment to escort the toddler’s 4-
year-old brother home from the neighbor’s. Dad was away at work. So 
no one heard the smoke alarm when a fast-moving fire broke out in 
the kitchen.
Neighbors made desperate attempts at rescue. But by the time 
firefighters arrived, Nora was dead in the upstairs bedroom.
“It was a new house!” Ennis said. It should have had a sprinkler 
system, which would have saved the little girl, he said.
“That aggravated me.”

So aggravated that Ennis wrote an essay that went viral within the 
nation’s fire service and has since become a key tool in the national 
campaign to make fire sprinklers mandatory in all new homes and 
duplexes built in the United States.
Why, Ennis asked, wasn’t Nora’s home equipped with sprinklers 
when a national model building code requiring them in new homes 
and duplexes kicked in two years before it was built?
Ennis, chair of the Missouri Fire Sprinkler Coalition, already knew the 
answer. Like Missouri, Kansas and most other states, New York had 
chosen to exempt itself from that section of the International 
Residential Code.
He and many others in the fire service find that appalling when studies 
show that 80 percent of the 2,500 people killed in house fires annually 
in the United States would have survived had a sprinkler system 
activated. And according to the Kansas state fire marshal, they clearly 
would have played a role in reducing the property loss and injuries 
when a group home caught fire March 22 in Overland Park, sending 
six people to the hospital.
“At some point,” Ennis said, “we have to draw the line and start 
building homes with fire sprinklers.”
So far, that is not happening in any meaningful numbers outside of the 
two states — California and Maryland — that along with the District 
of Columbia adopted the sprinkler requirement. It was included in the 
2009 model residential building code and two subsequent editions.
Thanks to the lobbying efforts of the National Association of Home 
Builders, most new house and duplexes in the 48 other states continue 
to be built without sprinklers.
Bowing to the wishes of local and national home builders groups, 
Missouri, Kansas and 29 other states have in the past several years 
passed laws banning local governments from enacting their own fire 
sprinkler requirements for private homes.
Seventeen other states have chosen to let cities and counties decide 
whether to adopt the sprinkler standard. Most have not required 
sprinklers.
Lawmakers justify their decision to limit local government power by 
citing individuals’ freedom of choice and the financial burden of 
installing sprinkler systems. Depending on the size of the home, a 
system can cost a few thousands dollars, based on an average price of 
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Continued on page 4
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Advertise Here and Reach the Fire Purchasing Decision-Makers! 
Interested in advertising with us? Contact us by email at WCVFAEditor@gmail.com, so we will reserve your preferred location in the paper. 
We’ll need to approve your artwork and receive full payment before your ad appears. Thank you for your interest in the Westchester County 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association, The Voice of Westchester’s Fire Service. Discounts are offered for multi-month purchases.

Size Print per issue 6 Issues 12 Issues
Full Page $100 $500 $1,000 
Half Page $75 $400 $800
Quarter Page $60 $325 $660
Online charges are the same but are on a monthly basis.

Send your electronic print ready advertisement to WCVFAEditor@gmail.com; or snail mail to: 
WCVFA, Inc., PO Box 65, Verplanck, NY 10596-0065 Questions: 914-739-7134

File requirements as follows:
• B&W: JPEG or TIFF High Resolution (300ppi); Grayscale only • Color: JPEG or TIFF; High Resolution (300ppi); 

• Formats: RGB for Web and CMYK for print. • Special reprints by arrangement only.

MOVING? Please inform Linda Bender of your new address so you can stay 
informed and continue receiving the WCVFA paper!

Contact Linda at: resqgreyhound@optimum.net
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Fire Sprinklers in New Houses: Great Idea, Experts Say, 
But States Ban Requiring Them

$1.35 a square foot in a 2013 study. But experts say they can be installed for less than half that.
Typical was the position taken by then-Kansas state Rep. Amanda Grosserode in explaining why in 2011 she was voting to make permanent a 
then-temporary ban on local sprinkler requirements.
“It is my belief,” the Lenexa Republican wrote her constituents then, “that it is the role of government to protect the people not from 
themselves, but from over-zealous government and regulation.”
Unseated in last fall’s election, Grosserode said she still feels the same way.
“People may be open to purchasing sprinkler systems,” she said, “but that 
still doesn’t mean local governments should be able to mandate it, thus 
increasing the cost of the home.”
The National Association of Home Builders says the extra cost can price 
some people out of the market.
“It is important to note,” Kari English at the Home Builders Association of 
Greater Kansas City wrote The Star, “that the association is not opposed to 
installing fire sprinklers in new homes; it would just prefer the buyers be 
the ones to make that decision.”
Fire safety advocates say, however, that home builders’ arguments are 
misinformed. Not only are fire suppression systems not as costly as some 
make them out to be, the advocates say, the costs also tend to come down 
in markets where they are widely installed.
As to the argument about freedom of choice, Jeff Shapiro, executive 
director of the International Residential Code Fire Sprinkler Coalition, 
says leaving the decision to new-home buyers makes about as much sense 
as letting car buyers decide whether they get seat belts and air bags.
(See the ad that ran in the Hartford Current to the right)
Government mandates, Shapiro says, are the only way safety measures are 
ever widely adopted. And unlike autos, new homes can last for decades 
and are resold to buyers who, even if they wanted to add sprinklers, are 
unlikely to do so because the cost of retrofitting is double what it takes to 
install sprinklers at the outset.
“Almost all fire deaths at home are preventable through the use of 
sprinklers and smoke alarms,” he said, “and those who make the decision 
not to install that equipment in their new home are indirectly responsible 
for any issues that occur in the future of that home, be it the current 
homeowner or anybody who buys it later.”
Sprinkler advocates don’t know how many fire fatalities have occurred in 
houses and duplexes built without sprinklers since the standard was 
adopted six years ago. Reporting agencies don’t cite the age of the 
buildings where those deaths occurred.
But the anecdotal evidence is heartbreaking.
In addition to Nora’s story in New York, Shapiro cites the case of a 6-
year-old girl who died in September. Bella Lawyea was unable to escape 
when the 3-month-old Habitat for Humanity house her family lived in 
caught fire in Plainfield, Conn.
Bella, whose mother was critically injured in the fire, has become the 
poster child for a campaign to enact mandatory fire sprinkler legislation in 
that state, which bans local sprinkler requirements for new homes.
“This did not have to happen,” reads a full-page ad in the Hartford 
Courant. “Failure to act when the solution is in our grasp will only lead to 
further tragedies and places little value on the lives lost from fire. Aren’t 
our lives — and the life of a 6-year-old girl — worth protecting?”

Read more here: http://www.kansascity.com/news/politics-government/
article142079409.html#storylink=cpy

continued from the previous page

http://www.amandagrosserode.com/020411update.html
http://www.kchba.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017-KS-Legislative-Agenda.pdf
http://www.kchba.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017-KS-Legislative-Agenda.pdf
http://ircfiresprinkler.org/about-us/
http://www.wfsb.com/story/33168529/plainfield-community-rallies-to-help-family-after-6-year-old-dies
http://www.courant.com/breaking-news/hc-plainfield-fatal-fire-0923-20160922-story.html
http://www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/~/media/fire%20sprinkler%20initiative/files/state%20initiatives/texas/hartford%20courant%20ad.jpg?as=1&iar=1&la=en
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Volunteer Responder Incentive Protection Act Introduced 
In The House of Representatives

March 17, 2017

Use NVFC Legislative Action Center to ask your Representative 
to co-sponsor the bill.

On March 15, 2017, Representatives Dave Reichert (R-WA), John 
Larson (D-CT), and a bi-partisan group of 30 other original 
cosponsors introduced the Volunteer Responder Incentive Protection 
Act (H.R. 1550), which exempts property tax benefits and up to $600 
per year in other incentives that volunteer firefighters and EMS 
personnel receive as a reward for their service from being subject to 
federal income tax and reporting.
“On behalf of the National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC), I’d like 
to thank Representatives Reichert, Larson, and all of the cosponsors 
for introducing this important legislation, which will help local 
emergency response agencies recruit and retain volunteer fire, EMS, 
and rescue personnel,” said National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC) 
Chair Kevin D. Quinn. “On average a volunteer firefighter in the 
United States donates services worth more than $18,000 to the 
community that he or she serves every year. It is common sense to 
clarify that the nominal incentives that some volunteers receive in 
recognition of their service should not be taxed by the federal 
government.”
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) estimates that the 
value of services provided by volunteer firefighters in the United 
States is nearly $140 billion annually. Without those donated services 
many communities would be unable to provide emergency services 
protection at all while others would be forced to raise taxes to pay 
salaries and benefits for full- or part-time staff.
Unfortunately, many emergency services agencies are finding it 

increasingly difficult to recruit and retain the next generation of 
volunteers. As jobs leave small towns and young people move to cities 
and suburbs in search of work, there are fewer people available in 
smaller and rural communities to volunteer as emergency responders. 
Additionally, as training requirements and call volumes continue to rise, 
the time commitment necessary to serve as a volunteer emergency 
responder has ballooned.
In order to bolster recruitment and retention, many fire and EMS 
agencies provide benefits, including non-monetary gifts, reductions in 
property taxes or other fees, per-call payments, stipends, and/or 
retirement benefits. Most volunteers view benefits as a form of 
reimbursement for the money that they spend out of their own pocket to 
serve. However, the IRS has determined that volunteers who receive 
benefits should be treated as employees of the departments that they 
serve for tax purposes.
This has created a significant amount of confusion for volunteer fire 
departments, which do not view themselves as employers or their 
volunteers as employees. Volunteer fire departments throughout the 
country have been audited and even fined thousands of dollars for 
failure to report or improper reporting of benefit amounts, sometimes as 
small as a few hundred dollars per year per volunteer. Concerns over 
becoming the target of an IRS investigation only add to the significant 
burden that having to process tax paperwork and withholding for dozens 
of volunteer emergency responders imposes on small communities that 
may not employ anyone or have administrative staff.
Passing VRIPA would allow agencies to provide minor benefits without 
having to worry about being audited by the IRS. It would also enhance 
the incentive value of volunteer benefits by allowing individuals to keep 
the entire amount. Use the NVFC’s Legislative Action Center to contact 
your U.S. Representative to ask them to cosponsor H.R. 1550.

Martin A. McDade, 14 High St., Rye, NY 10580-1631
9/24/2015
Reliance Eng. & Hose Co. #1

Charles R. Melillo Jr., 270 Madison Ave., Port Chester, NY 
10573-2730
9/26/1977
Brooksville Engine & Hose Co. #5, Inc.

Louis H. Miller, 24 Wesley Ave., Port Chester, NY 10573-2924
9/22/1973
Mellor Engine & Hose Co. #3

James K. Ryan, 2094Albany Post Road Bldg 13., Montrose, NY 
10548-1454  9/22/1973
Senate Hook & ladder Co. #1

Kathleen Calcutti, P.O. Box 71, Millwood, NY 10546-0071
8/28/2008
Millwood Fire Co. #1 Ladies Auxiliary

Warren J. Clark, 29 Acorn Ave., Middletown, NY 10940-1665
1/7/1972
Columbian Engine Co. #1, Inc. (Peekskill)

John J. Holton, 3121 Crescent View Dr., NE Cedar Rapids, IA 
52402   4/4/1976
Columbia Engine & Hose Co. #2

Robert J. Irwin Jr., 765 Bronx River Rd. Apt. 3J, Yonker, NY 
10708-6909   1/10/1970
Clinton Hook & Ladder Co. #1

Clarence, Jenkins Jr., 23 Vernon Ave., Mt.Vernon, NY 10553-1604
9/21/1973
Mount Vernon Vol. Fire Department

Help us keep our records up to date and all of our members informed by letting us know if you known the whereabouts of the 
people below. Please contact Financial Secretary, Linda Bender if you know about these members. 

Contact Linda at: resqgreyhound@optimum.net.

http://cqrcengage.com/nvfc/app/write-a-letter?2&engagementId=311433
http://cqrcengage.com/nvfc/app/write-a-letter?2&engagementId=311433
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NY State Senate Passes 
Community Heroes 

Protection Act

By Kirstan Conley, NY Poat
     Attacking cops and other first responders would be a hate crime 
under a bill passed by the State Senate on Tuesday.
The Community Heroes Protection Act would make cops, 
firefighters, and EMTs among those to be included in the state’s hate- 
crimes laws, which bump violent crimes up a level and impose 
harsher penalties.
     The legislation, sponsored by Sen. Fred Akshar (R-Broome 
County), a retired undersheriff, was spurred in part by the deaths of 
135 US law-enforcement officers killed in the line of dutylast year, 
the highest number since 2011. Twenty-one were ambush killings, the 
highest number in two decades.
     “The passage of stiffer penalties will not single-handedly protect 
all of our emergency-service workers, but we must make it clear that 
targeted offenses against our community heroes will not be taken 
lightly,” Akshar said.
     The law would make it a hate crime to intentionally 
target first responders. That means charges would rise by one level.
For example, a Class A misdemeanor is deemed a felony when it’s 
committed as a hate crime targeting a person because they belong to a 
certain group.
     Sen. Martin Golden (R-Brooklyn), also a retired cop, said “Each 
day, our brave and dedicated law enforcement officers, firefighters, 
corrections officers and medical-service personnel put their lives on 
the line for our safety, and they are being targeted with violence 
simply because they wear a first-responder uniform,” he said
Earlier this year, EMT Yadira Arroyo was run over by her own 
ambulance when a Bronx man stole it and mowed her down.
Also cited was NYPD Sgt. Paul Tuozzolo, who was killed while 
responding to a domestic-violence and hostage-taking call in The 
Bronx last fall.
     The legislation is sponsored in the Assembly by Peter Abbate Jr. 
(D-Brooklyn), but it is not scheduled for a vote in the Democratic-
controlled body.
     The bill was passed the same day that cops and officials from 
across the state honored those who died in the line of duty by adding 
40 names to the state's police memorial wall. Of those, 38 died from 
9/11 related illnesses. One was State Trooper Timothy Pratt, who led 
previous memorial-service processions but was hit by a car and killed 
last fall near Saratoga.

Volunteer Fire Departments Seek 
Authority to Bill for Ambulance Rides

By Matthew Hamilton
Albany, NY – Volunteer fire departments are seeking authority from 
the state to charge for EMS services, something they say other 
ambulance providers, including volunteer ambulance corps, already 
can do.
     Firefighters, who were at the Capitol Tuesday to lobby for two 
priority bills, say that like local governments they are hindered by a 2 
percent property tax cap and are increasingly running the risk of 
slashing EMS services if the money to pay for services isn't there. 
     "It's becoming more and more difficult because of the training 
requirements, especially in many of the rural areas," state Association 
of Fire Chiefs Executive Director Jerry DeLuca said. "They just can't 
provide the service. If we're not able to bill, we're not going to be able 
to pay people to provide the service. And that's what's happening, they 
need to hire staff."
     The legislation being proposed would not mandate that a fee be put 
in place, but would give fire departments the ability to charge.
     The bill has not gone anywhere in the state Senate or Assembly in 
previous legislative sessions.
     Firefighters also were pushing on Tuesday for stalled legislation 
that would provide for presumptive cancer coverage for volunteers. 
Under the bill, if a volunteer firefighter passed a physical when they 
entered the fire service and showed no signs of any of the specified 
cancers, it would be presumed that cancer developed later in life is 
attributable to volunteer firefighting duties.
     The legislation would allow local municipalities to opt out of the 
presumptive coverage requirements.
     The intent of the bill is not to stick the state with the cost of any 
increased insurance premiums but rather to have costs covered by fire 
departments or local governments.
     That bill already has passed the Senate this year.

http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A07717&term=&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
http://blog.timesunion.com/capitol/archives/246488/firefighters-push-for-presumptive-cancer-coverage-for-volunteers/
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/s1411/amendment/original
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By Stephen 

Stephen Shryock is an insurance agent with the Stephen Massa Insurance Agency in Yonkers. He is a member of the 
Hastings Fire Department since 1993 and a past captain of Engine 46. 

He will be contributing articles and answering your questions about insurance related issues. 
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MOVING? Please inform Linda Bender of your new address so you can stay 
informed and continue receiving the WCVFA paper!

Contact Linda at: resqgreyhound@optimum.net

continued next page

June June	22 Katonah Katonah	Fire	Department
July	 Qtr. July	9 South	Salem South	Salem	Fire	Department
July July	16 Hudson Westchester	Day	at	the	Firemen’s	Home	(tentative	per	construction)	
August Aug.	17 Somers Somers	Volunteer	Fire	Dept.
September Sept.		14	-	16 Briarcliff	Manor				111th	WCVFA	Convention		Briarcliff	Manor	Fire	Dept.
September Sept.	28 Buchanan Buchanan	Engine	Co.	#1
October Oct.	19 Ardsley Ardsley	Fire	Department
November Nov.	16 Larchmont Larchmont	Fire	Department
December Dec.	14 Mamaroneck	(Weaver	St.) Town	of	Mamaroneck	Fire	Dept.

2017 Dates For WCVFA Events
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New Tool For First Responders:  An Ice Bag To The Face
Published 27 April 2017
     A new study suggests a simple bag of ice water applied to the face could help maintain adequate blood pressure in people who have suffered 
significant blood loss. Blair Johnson, assistant professor at the University at Buffalo, yesterday presented his team’s work at the American 
Physiological Society’s annual meeting during the Experimental Biology 2017 meeting, held in Chicago.
     APS says that the researchers’ aim is to help prevent cardiovascular decompensation, a sudden precipitous drop in blood pressure that limits 
oxygen delivery to the heart, brain, and other vital organs. Decompensation is a significant risk after blood loss, even once the person is no 
longer actively bleeding.
     “We believe that cooling the face could potentially be used as a quick and temporary method to prevent cardiovascular decompensation 
after blood loss once active bleeding has stopped,” said Johnson. “We think that this technique could be used by first responders or combat 
medics on the battlefield to give additional time for transportation or evacuation.”
     As a preliminary test of the technique, the researchers recruited ten healthy volunteers, who were put into a special chamber that mimics 
what happens to blood circulation when a person has lost about one-half to one liter of blood and had a tourniquet applied to stop further blood 
loss. The researchers applied bags of either ice water or room-temperature water to the volunteers’ faces for fifteen minutes while continuously 
measuring indicators of cardiovascular function.
     Participants treated with the ice bag showed significant increases in blood pressure, suggesting that cooling the face could help bolster 
cardiovascular functioning after blood loss and prevent a dangerous fall in blood pressure.
Johnson cautioned that the technique is intended only for preventing cardiovascular decompensation after active bleeding has stopped, for 
example, by using a tourniquet. Increasing blood pressure during active bleeding could exacerbate blood loss.
     After conducting more laboratory research to determine the environments and types of situations in which face cooling is most likely to be 
effective, the researchers hope to test the technique in a clinical trial.
— Read more in Bair Johnson et al., “Face Cooling Increases Blood Pressure during Simulated Blood Loss” (paper presented at 
the Experimental Biology 2017 meeting, 26 April 2017)

http://experimentalbiology.org/2017/Home.aspx
http://experimentalbiology.org/2017/Home.aspx
https://app.core-apps.com/eb2017/abstract/1fca1959bed02834d471e29e28ae003f
http://experimentalbiology.org/2017/Home.aspx
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continued from Page 8By David Menken, Bedford Village FD

David Menken is currently the President of the Bedford Village Fire Department, and rides as a firefighter and EMT. He’s been a member since 2003. 
He has a law practice now focused on representation of fire and EMS departments, and has spoken about legal issues, primarily but not exclusively 

on use of social media in the fire house. According to him, he writes, too intermittently, on his legal blog, www.menkenfirelaw.com.  
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     Volunteer firefighters save lives and save the state billions of dollars. Visit your local firehouse to find out more.   
     Across New York state, hundreds of volunteer firehouses are preparing to open their doors to welcome neighbors, residents, friends and 
curious visitors to experience what it means to be a volunteer firefighter. 
     These open houses are part of the Firemen’s Association of the State of New York's seventh annual recruitment campaign, known as 
RecruitNY, which takes place April 29-30.
     There are approximately 110,000 volunteer firefighters in New York and they come from all walks of life. Some are students, some are 
professionals and others are retired. Some are young, and others not so young. They are found in every corner of this state, from the tip of Long 
Island to the Canadian border, and are united by a common purpose: to serve their communities.     
      These volunteers selflessly donate their time, safety, and more to help protect their local communities. They spend their weekends and 
evenings and their “family time” at the firehouse, training, practicing and preparing for the worst. They are a calming, reassuring presence not 
only when fire strikes, but also when medical emergencies occur, basements flood and trees fall on homes. 
     New York’s volunteers do this gladly, proudly, and without pay. According to an economic impact report commissioned by FASNY and 
released in early 2016, volunteer firefighters save New York state over $3 billion every year. This is what it would cost to maintain an all-paid 
fire service in New York, and does not factor in the costs of hiring and equipping such a service, nor does it include the inevitable rise in 
property taxes that would result.
     In short, volunteer firefighters save money as well as lives and property. 
     But the truth is New York needs more volunteers.
     Today’s volunteers are being asked to do more with less, to handle an ever-greater variety of emergencies and incidents than before. A 
generation ago, volunteer firefighters would tackle house fires and the occasional medical incident.

New York Needs Volunteer Firefighters
By Robert Outhouse, Buchanan FD

     Now they are called upon for hazardous material spills, 
complex technical rescues, to handle the aftermath of severe 
weather incidents and more. The training demands have grown 
ever greater, even as the fire service has struggled to retain 
members.
    Due to these stark realities, the 2017 RecruitNY initiative is 
even more vital to New York State than previous years. 
     RecruitNY is an opportunity to introduce the fire service to 
a wide spectrum of New Yorkers, to give them a taste of what 
it means to be a part of this incredibly special family. We 
encourage everybody to visit their local fire department and 
get to know the brave men and women who keep the 
community safe. 
     People may be surprised to discover their friends and 
neighbors in the firehouse — and may even decide to join 
them in service. Please take a moment to 
visit www.recruitny.org to learn more and find an open house 
in your community. 

The writer is president of the Westchester County Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association, a director of the Hudson Valley 

Firemen’s Association, and past chief of the Buchanan Fire 
Department. He is also a member of the Firemen’s Association 

of the State of New York.

http://www.recruitny.org/
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Ar#cle	6
Elec#ons	and	Vacancies

Sec#on	1b.		Elec#on	will	be	by	paper	Ballot	at	the	Annual	Mee#ng	in	September.	All	members	and	delegates	upon	
registering	at	the	Annual	Mee#ng			will	be	issued	a	ballot.	A	space	will	be	provided	in	each	office	posi#on	on	the	
ballot	for	wri#ng-	in	candidate.	In	case	of	numerous	people	running	for	a	par#cular	office	a	plurality	of	votes	will	
decide	an	elec#on.	Vo#ng	will	end	at	9:00P.M.	And	the	Elec#on	Inspectors,	Three	(3)	in	number	and	duly	
appointed	at	the	annual	mee#ng	by	the	President,	shall	count	the	ballot	and	report	to	the	membership	the	result	
of	the	ballo#ng.

(1) 	All	Elected	Officers,	other	than	Director,	shall	be	elected	for	One	(1)	year	unless	elected	to	fill	a	vacancy.	
Three	director	shall	be	elected	annually	to	serve	a	three	–year	term	of	office

(2) 	No	Officer	shall	hold	more	than	one	elected	office.

(3) 	No	member	may	serve	more	than	two	consecu#ve	terms	as	a	Director.

(4) The	President	shall	not	serve	more	than	two	consecu#ve	terms	of	office.

Change	in	By-Laws		-	Sec#on	1B	-	Remove	wording	“In	September”	

Sec#on	1b.		Elec#on	will	be	by	paper	Ballot	at	the	Annual	Mee#ng.		All	members	and	delegates	upon	registering	at	
the	Annual	Mee#ng			will	be	issued	a	ballot.	A	space	will	be	provided	in	each	office	posi#on	on	the	ballot	for	
wri#ng-	in	candidate.	In	case	of	numerous	people	running	for	a	par#cular	office	a	plurality	of	votes	will	decide	an	
elec#on.	Vo#ng	will	end	at	9:00P.M.	And	the	Elec#on	Inspectors,	Three	(3)	in	number	and	duly	appointed	at	the	
annual	mee#ng	by	the	President,	shall	count	the	ballot	and	report	to	the	membership	the	result	of	the	ballo#ng.

(1) 	All	Elected	Officers,	other	than	Director,	shall	be	elected	for	One	(1)	year	unless	elected	to	fill	a	vacancy.	
Three	director	shall	be	elected	annually	to	serve	a	three	–year	term	of	office

(2) 	No	Officer	shall	hold	more	than	one	elected	office.

(3) 	No	member	may	serve	more	than	two	consecu#ve	terms	as	a	Director.

(4) The	President	shall	not	serve	more	than	two	consecu#ve	terms	of	office.

ARTICLE	IX

Sec#on	2.-	The	Annual	mee#ng	of	the	Associa#on	shall	be	a	Conven#on	held	between	August	15[\	and	September	

25[\		at	which	#me	the	Officers	and	Director	shall	be	elected.

Change	in	By-Laws	-		Add	wording	“Sworn	In”.

Sec#on	2.-	The	Annual	mee#ng	of	the	Associa#on	shall	be	a	Conven#on	held	between	August	15[\	and	September	

25[\		at	which	#me	the	Officers	and	Director	shall	be	elected	and	Sworn	In.

Below are two proposed by-law changes published for all members to be made familiar with and be prepared to vote at 
the next regular meeting.

Proposed By-Law Changes
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Dear	First	Responder,
On	Saturday,	June	10,	the	Hudson	River	Museum	is	hos<ng	its	first	Public	
Safety	Apprecia#on	Day.	
We	are	wri<ng	to	invite	all	emergency	services	personnel	throughout	
Westchester	County	—	Fire,	Police,	and	EMS	services	—	to	come	to	the	

Museum	and	receive	FREE	admission	for	themselves	and	their	families.	It’s	a	small	token	of	thanks	
for	your	dedica<on	and	commitment	to	the	safety	and	well-being	of	our	community.
	
The	Hudson	River	Museum	is	the	largest	cultural	ins<tu<on	in	Westchester	County.	It	is	a	
mul<disciplinary	complex	that	draws	its	iden<ty	from	its	site	on	the	banks	of	the	Hudson	River.	
We	offer	a	variety	of	exhibi<ons,	programs,	and	hands-on	ac<vi<es	for	the	en<re	family.
	
Ac<vi<es,	collec<ons	and	exhibi<ons	on	Public	Safety	Apprecia<on	Day	will	include:
●        We	are	celebra<ng	summer	with	exhibi<ons	devoted	to	floral	beauty,	including:	
Robert	Zakanitch,	Garden	of	Ornament;	Floral	Arrangements:	Highlights	from	the	Permanent	
Collec>on,	and	Sylvia	Sleigh:	Invita>on	to	a	Voyage
●        Planetarium	-	the	only	public	planetarium	between	New	York	City	and	Albany.	Discover	the	
wonders	of	our	universe	with	star	shows	at	12:30,	2,	and	3:30pm	for	ages	5	-	adult,	including	The	Sky	
Tonight,	a	live,	interac<ve	show	about	what's	going	on	in	the	sky	the	VERY	night	you	visit.	
(Planetarium	,ckets	are	an	addi,onal	cost)
●        Glenview,	the	Museum’s	1876	Historic	Home,	with	six	restored	Gilded-Age	period	rooms	that	
reflect	the	lifestyle	of	its	turn-of-the-century	residents,	the	Trevor	family,	and	are	full	of	fine	
woodworking,	furnishings	and	decora<ve	objects,	pain<ngs,	and	sculptures.
●        Family	Studio	Arts	&	Science	Projects		-	Join	ac<vi<es	that	explore	the	Museum’s	collec<ons	
and	exhibi<ons	from	1-4pm
●        Explore	and	learn	about	the	Hudson	River	in	the	Riverama	Gallery
●        Stop	in	our	Early	Explorers	Room,	a	play	space	for	young	visitors	with	a	dollhouse,	blocks,	
puppet	theater	and	more.	Up	to	age	5;	must	be	with	a	caregiver.
	
We	hope	you	and	your	family	will	be	able	to	join	us	for	this	special	day.	Please	show	public	safety	ID	
at	the	front	desk	for	complimentary	admission.
Sincerely,																																																																											

Masha	Turchinsky																																																												Thomas	A.	D’Auria
Director																																																																																Chairman,	Board	of	Trustees

Public Safety Appreciation Day. 
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May 24, 2017, ELMSFORD, NY — On Tuesday 
evening, members of the Elmsford Fire 
Department participated in a Forcible Entry Drill 
with Lt. Mike Ciampo, FDNY, and Ass’t Chief 
Gene Malone.
     At one station, Lt. Ciampo instructed on 
various types of “conventional” forcible entry, 
using the department’s new Firehouse 
Innovations door prop. 
     At another station, Assistant Chief Gene 
Malone instructed members on the various types 
of “through the lock” forcible entry, using two 
props on loan from the Fairview Fire Dept. Much 
was learned and accomplished at this very 
productive drill. Our thanks to Lt. Ciampo and 
Ass’t. Chief Malone for a good evening.                   

Forcible Entry Drill Held In Elmsford Fire Department

Submitted by Deputy Chief Syd Henry

Pictured above is Lt Mike Ciampo, FDNY showing firefighters methods of forcible entry.
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I met our Town Supervisor at a fire department pancake breakfast 
last weekend, and he asked me a question I had not previously 
considered: who is liable for maintaining dry hydrants on our Town 
roads?

I know what happens in practice: the Town will install a dry hydrant 
on a right of way (a dry hydrant on private property is a wholly 
different thing and not considered here), perhaps above a pond, the 
fire department will routinely test the hydrant, and if it's clogged the 
Chief will inform the Town highway 
department which will clear the clog.  But 
what happens, from a liability perspective, if 
the department does not test the hydrant, or if 
the Town does not maintain the hydrant?  
That question is new to me, and apparently 
has not been litigated in New York State.  

Though some of my colleagues in the fire 
department and in Town government have 
always assumed it's as easy as "one tests, the 
other fixes," it appears that the issue of legal 
obligations and actual liability has not come 
up.  Specifically, if the hydrant doesn't work 
because the department hasn't tested it or the 
Town hasn't maintained it, and the fire 
department could not get water to the fire, 
who is responsible if as a result the house 
burns down?

Because statutory and case law on this issue 
are non-existent, and therefore legal research 
gives no guidance, it is helpful to look 
generally at a Town's or a fire district's or 
department's obligation to provide fire 
protection, not to the community as a whole 
but to the specific person whose house is on 
fire.  

As a general rule, a municipality is not liable 
to an individual if it breaches a broad 
governmental duty, such as its obligation to 
ensure that an adequate supply of water is available to fire hydrants 
so that fire protection can be provided.  

When the government acts for the benefit of the public as a whole, 
unless it has waived sovereign immunity neither it nor its actors can 
be sued for failure to provide, or to negligently provide, such 
services.  This is called the "public duty" rule.  In other words, in 
order to create liability in the municipality there must exist some 
special one-on-one relationship "creating a duty to use due care for 
the benefit of particular persons or a class of person" [Motyka v. City 
of Amsterdam; citations for all cases mentioned here are available on 
request].   Like the duty to provide adequate police protection, the 
duty to provide adequate water to fight fires inures to the benefit of 
the public at large, not to one particular person.

Who Is Liable for Maintaining The Town’s Dry Hydrants?

There are cases where a homeowner has sued a municipality or a 
fire department seeking to recover damages for property damage 
because the municipality or department was allegedly delinquent in 
responding to a fire.  Plaintiffs in those cases do not prevail unless 
there is a clear assumption of an obligation to a specific person, like 
a written agreement to provide adequate water to that specific house 
or a representation to a specific homeowner that the house is safe 
because the fire is out.  

In a 2014 case, Kirchberger v. Sinisi and 
Brentwood Fire Department, the plaintiffs 
had called 911 25 minutes before the first 
firefighters arrived, and the house burned 
down.  The New York court ruled for the 
defendants, holding that there was no special 
relationship between the plaintiff and the 
defendants which would have lulled the 
plaintiff into a false sense of security.

Similarly, in a 1987 New York case, Kogel 
Lumber and Supply v. Suffolk County Water 
Authority, the court held that the water 
provider (it could by analogy have been the 
Town or the fire department) was not liable 
for negligence because there had been no 
special relationship between the plaintiff 
whose building had burned down and the 
provider who allegedly had failed to provide 
sufficient water pressure at a pumping station 
adjacent to the lumber yard.

Lack of water is of course a terrible thing, 
but the fact that water is not available at a 
hydrant, dry or wet, to fight a fire will not 
impose liability on the municipality or the 
fire district or department because 
maintenance of fire hydrants is a government 
function which does not include a special 
relationship to a specific person.

Back to the original question: who has a duty 
to maintain the Town's dry hydrants?  It is not clear.  However, it is 
clear that the Town does not assume liability to a homeowner when 
it fails to maintain the hydrants.  So, while there is no law on point, 
it seems apparent that the Town by taking on the maintenance role 
may continue that function but that it will not be liable for 
negligence because of failure to maintain.

David Menken is currently the President of the Bedford Village Fire 
Department, and rides as a firefighter and EMT. He’s been a member 
since 2003. He has a law practice now focused on representation of 

fire and EMS departments, and has spoken about legal issues, 
primarily but not exclusively on use of social media in the fire house. 

According to him, he writes, too intermittently, on his legal blog, 
www.menkenfirelaw.com.  

By David Menken, Bedford Village FD
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WCVFA, 17 Wolden Rd.
Ossining, NY 10562-5130

June June	22 Katonah Katonah	Fire	Department
July	 Qtr. July	9 South	Salem South	Salem	Fire	Department
July July	16 Hudson Westchester	Day	at	the	Firemen’s	Home	(tentative	per	construction)	
August Aug.	17 Somers Somers	Volunteer	Fire	Dept.
September Sept.		14	-	16 Briarcliff	Manor				111th	WCVFA	Convention		Briarcliff	Manor	Fire	Dept.
September Sept.	28 Buchanan Buchanan	Engine	Co.	#1
October Oct.	19 Ardsley Ardsley	Fire	Department
November Nov.	16 Larchmont Larchmont	Fire	Department
December Dec.	14 Mamaroneck	(Weaver	St.) Town	of	Mamaroneck	Fire	Dept.
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2017 Dates For WCVFA Events

Send us your info and we 
will do our best to include 
it in an upcoming issue. 
editor@wcvfaweb.com
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Did Your Department 
particpate in Recruit NY? 

If they did, send us a 
brief story about what 

you did, who 
participated, if you 
acquired any new 

members and include a 
few pictures. We’ll 

publish it in our next 
edition! 

Send it to 
editor@wcvfaweb.com or 
WCVFAeditor@gmail.com


